
MARKVILLE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
MUSIC AND COMPUTERS 

FILM SCORING 
 

SCORING FOR FILM AND TELEVISION 
Another mode of creative expression is the ability to write music effectively for the visual mediums 
of film and television.  This complex compositional process involves translating the ideas that 
someone is trying to convey visually through the aural medium of music; this needs to be done in a 
way that complements the visual images presented.   

 
SCORING VOCABULARY 

Hit Points—Film, TV, and advertising composers will incorporate the use of markers sometimes 
referred to as “hit points.”  These markers serve as points of emphasis, which the composer will use 
to musically highlight a particular image, change of scene, or a new salient element.  This can 
sometimes be a dramatic foreground change, or subtle musical emphases which can often go by 
unnoticed, yet the use of composing with hit points heightens our aesthetic appreciation of the visual 
medium.   
 
Foley-The recording of live sound effects which go along with the video images.  Etc. footsteps, 
doors closing, glass breaking, etc.  
 
Voice Over-Recording voices as audio tracks which synchronize to the video.   
 
The Assignment: 

1) You will be required to write music for a movie trailer.  You will also be required to add 
sound effects  

2) You will not be allowed to use any of the original sound track.  Although you are permitted to 
record all of the spoken audio as a VOICE OVER audio track. 

3) You are required to create at least 4 hit points in your score; with the understanding that you 
will attempt to use them effectively.   

4) Add digital foley, sound effects, and voice over to your projects.   
 
Importing Video 

1. Import the video clip _________________________into Garage Band by dragging and 
dropping the file into the project window.   

2. Add markers by going to the EDIT menu and selecting “ADD MARKER." You can then label 
the assigned marker in the edit window at the bottom of your project screen.   

3. When you have completed your work, go to the “FILE” menu and select “SAVE AS.”  Save 
your work in the appropriate folder. 

4. At the end of the period select “Quit Garage Band” from the Garage Band menu. 
5. When you have completed your work session go to the APPLE menu and select  
      “SHUT DOWN.” 
 

Submitting Your Work 
Go to the SHARE menu. 
Select “EXPORT TO DISK” and follow the prompts.  Save your file in the appropriate folder. 


